Introduction
THROUGH THE BIBLE by Zac Poonen has just been published. This monumental work
of 1024 pages is a result of Zac Poonen's personal walk with God and his personal study of
the Bible for over 50 years. This is NOT a ‘theological’ study but a ‘Life application’study.
This commentary on all 66 books of the Bible shows that every single book of the Bible is
interesting and has a message for us today. It deals with key aspects of the Christian life
and speaks more to the heart than to the head.
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Why God Gave Us the Bible

Before studying God's Word, we must understand why God gave it to us. It is possible to
study the Bible for the wrong reasons - and I think a lot of Christians do just that. We must
study the Scriptures for the same purpose that God gave it.
When I was considering this study through the whole Bible, and was trying to look into the
heart of God, the verse that came to my mind was: "God so loved the world that He gave
His Son, that whoever believes in Him should never perish."(John 3:16). The primary
purpose with which God gave us the Scriptures was that all people might know that He
loves them so intensely that He sent His Son to save them from the grip of sin and bring
them into fellowship with Him. In God's heart there is a great desire that no one should be
ruined by sin and perish.
Let us keep that in mind as we study God's Word. Even if there are matters in the Word that
we cannot fully understand, let us pray, "Lord, we want to understand Your heart, even if
we don't understand the meaning of everything in Your Word."
We must pray as we study the Scriptures that we will understand what is in the heart of
God. We can get so taken up with little details as we study, that we miss seeing the heart of
God. God reveals His heart in His word
But God's purpose does not stop there-just like the construction of a building does not stop
with laying the foundation.We read in 2 Timothy 3:16,17:"All Scripture is inspired by God
(God-breathed) and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in
righteousness; that the man of God may be adequate (perfect), equipped for every good
work."
God breathed into this book, exactly as He breathed into Adam. If God had not breathed
into Adam, Adam would have been just a pile of dust; and any book that God has not
breathed into is also a pile of dust.
God's Word has been given to us:
1. To teach us, to show us the right path.
2. To reprove us and rebuke us. We need strong rebukes to be preserved in the pathway of
godliness.
3. To correct us when we go astray, to direct us into the right path.
4. To train us in righteousness. It is a training manual.
So we see that God's Word has been given to us to change our character, so that we can
become godly men and women.

The ultimate goal is "that the man of God may be adequate" - perfect and complete. Like a
glass of water filled to the brim, our character is to be rounded off, balanced and complete.
We are to be anointed and equipped to serve God, so that we can do every good work that
God has planned for us. That is the purpose of Scripture.
So if you study the Bible, you must study it for these reasons.
The Holy Spirit alone can teach us God's Word. The same Holy Spirit Who taught the
apostles in the 1st century, seeks to teach us in the 21st century too.That is how I studied
the Scriptures from the time I was born again in July 1959. I have never been to a Bibleschool or Bible-college. The Holy Spirit taught me God's Word, as I spent many hours
studying it. When Jesus walked with two disciples to Emmaus, He"opened the Scriptures
to them". That is what He wants to do for us today, as we walk with Him. Those disciples
found that their"hearts burned within them when the Lord opened the Scriptures to
them"(Luke 24:32).That is what will happen to our hearts too, when the Holy Spirit opens
the Scriptures to us today.
The truths that God reveals in His Word can never be boring, because Jesus isnever be
boring. If we walk with our Lord and listen to Him, our hearts will burn within us - because
we will see the glory of Christ in the Word.
Under the old covenant, people meditated on God's written Word. Butnow we meditate
on the Word made flesh, our Lord Jesus Christ(John1:14).Now we see the glory of Jesus as
we meditate on the Scriptures (See 2 Corinthians 3:18). A man who looks at that glory
constantly will be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, and will always be fruitful. Even
in old age he will bring forth fruit (Psalm 1:3;92:14). That is the will of God for each one
of us.
Proverbs 25:2 says,"It is the glory of God to conceal a matter, and the glory of kings to
search it out." Gold and diamonds are found deep down, many thousands of feet beneath
the earth's surface. It is the same with the Scriptures - its riches are concealed deep within.
We are kings in Christ and our glory is to find those hidden treasures in God's Word.
Jesus once said, "I thank You Father that You have hidden these things from the wise and
the intelligent and have revealed them to babes"(Matthew 11:25). We don't have to be
clever to understand the Scriptures, but we must have clean, humble, trusting hearts, like
an infant. It's our heart condition and not ourintelligence that determines whether we
understand God's Word or not.
God's Word gives us promises to believe and commands to obey. It has words to rebuke us,
and words to comfort us as well.

Unless we make the Bible our final authority in all matters relating to our faith, we will be
tossed about here and there, until our faith itself is lost.
We are told by the psalmist that God has magnified His Word above all His Name (Psalm
138:2). To reject or ignore it therefore, or to treat it lightly, is to end up with immeasurable
loss. But to reverence it is to discover a door into untold riches.
So with those words as an introduction, let us begin our study of the Word of God.
Bangalore
November 2015
Zac Poonen

Genesis: Beginnings
The word 'Genesis' means "beginning". In this book, we read about the beginning of
creation, the beginning of man, the beginning of sin in the human race, the beginning of
redemption, the beginning of the two streams of religiosity and spirituality, the beginning
of Babylon, the beginning of Jerusalem, and the beginning of counterfeit religion and true
religion.
The Scriptures begin with the words, "In the beginning God." That's how it must be in our
life every day. God must be in the beginning of everything in our lives, not man. In every
area of our life - in our goals and our ambitions, in everything - God must be first. And
wherever God finds a man or woman who will put Him first in every area of his/her life in
business, in finances, and daily life - there will be no limit to what God will do in and
through such a person.

Creation
In Chapter 1, we have a description of creation. Notice two different words that occur in
this chapter - 'created' and 'made'. There is a difference between these two words.
Godcreated the earth (1:1), but He made the firmament (1:7). He created man (1:27), but
He made the beasts of the earth (1:25). 'Made' refers to something made from what already
existed, whereas 'created' refers to something that never existed before.
In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. That may have been millions and
millions of years ago - we don't know. When the heavens and the earth were created by
God through His spoken word (Hebrews11:3), He made them perfect. Nothing that God
creates is ever imperfect. How then did the earth become empty, dark and shapeless (1:2)?

God never creates anything empty, dark and shapeless. It becamelike that because
something happened between verses 1 and 2.
The angel Lucifer fell and became the devil. That was when sin first came into the universe.
That is not mentioned at this point, because the Bible was not written for angels, but for
man. That's why the creation of man is mentioned in the first chapter, and the fall of Lucifer
is mentioned only much later (inIsaiah 14and Ezekiel 28).
What we read of in the rest of Chapter 1 is the re-making of that corrupted, spoilt, dark,
empty earth. And by the time you come to the end of the chapter, it has become a beautiful
earth once again. God Himself could look at it and say, "It is very good."*
Chapter 1 has a message for all of us. Satan has come into the human race too and made
man exactly as mentioned in verse 2 - empty, dark and shapeless. We have lost the image
of God. God did not create Adam like that. Adam was created perfect. But the devil came
in and ruined man. And God had to begin to remakeman.
God is in the business of remaking ruined humanity today. It doesn't matter how shapeless,
dark or empty you are. Chapter 1 teaches that God can remake you. He can make you so
perfect that you will finally reflect His likeness perfectly, and God Himself will be able to
certify about you, "Very Good". That is the message of the very first chapter of the Bible.
But how did this change take place? If you understand how it happened,the same thing can
happen in your life too.
Every day God spokeHis word. He said something the first day. And He said something the
second day. Every day He spoke. That's what you need to see in the very first chapter of
the Bible - that our God is a living God Who speaks. If you want to be transformed, the
most important thing you need is to hear God speaking to you. "Man shall not live by bread
alone,but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God."(Matthew 4:4). That's how
God planned for man to live. And so if we don't listen to His voice daily, we will not be
transformed.
We have to develop the habit of listening to God. God speaks every day. But most believers
do not listen to Him. Even those who read the Bible every day don't listen to God. Listening
to God is not the same as reading the Bible. You can read the Bible like you read a storybook
or study it like a chemistry book - and never hear what God is trying to say to your heart.
The other thing we see here is that the Spirit of God moved on the face of the waters(1:2).
After you hear God speak, you must allow the Holy Spirit to move upon you. Only then
can you be transformed. We see the Holy Spirit working along with God's Word right from
the beginning. Only the Holy Spirit can change man. It was the combined working of God's
Word and of the Holy Spirit that brought change and beauty to that chaotic earth.

The great need in Christendom today is for balance. Many believers emphasise the study
of the word of God, but do not emphasise dependence on the Holy Spirit equally. If you
study the word of God without the Holy Spirit's enabling, you will be as dry as a bone and
just as dead. Others emphasise the ministry of the Holy Spirit and neglect God's Word and
thus get sidetracked into emotionalism, which they mistake for the Spirit's workings. Like
steam engines that have gone off the rails (of God's Word), they blow their whistles
furiously and make a lot of noise, but they are stuck in the mud and make no progress,
because they do not allow the word of God to guide them.
So we see that we can get correction and instruction in righteousness in order to be perfect
in the very first paragraph of the Scriptures.
In 1:4, we read that "God separated the light from the darkness". This separation is repeated
on the fourth day (1:18). This is a very important thing, and that is why it is repeated. When
God created the light, He didn't want the darkness mixed up with it and that was why He
made a separation.
Many people imagine that all division must be from the devil. But here we read that the
first person to make a division was God Himself. Light can have no fellowship with
darkness. When light comes into our hearts, the very next thing God that wants to do in our
lives is to separate us from all that is darkness. In 2 Corinthians 4:6we have a Divine
commentary on the creation of light. There we are told that this was a picture of the light
of the gospel of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ coming into our hearts. Then
two chapters later, in 2 Corinthians 6:14-17, we are told of the necessity of separating
ourselves from all darkness. The world is full of darkness, and there must be nothing of the
world in our hearts. When Christians don't separate from the darkness, confusion is the
result.
When God placed the sun and the moon in the middle of the skies, again He separated the
light from the darkness (1:18). On both occasions, we read that "God saw that it was
good." Only when you are separated from all that is of darkness can God say, "It is good",
not otherwise. Many who have received the light have not separated themselves from the
darkness. That is why they have so many problems in their Christian life.
Man was created on the sixth day. The beasts of the field were also created on the same
day, just before Adam(verse 24). Those beasts were made from the same dust that man was
made from. Only one thing distinguished man from those beasts: God breathed into man.
It is only the Spirit of God in man that lifts him above the level of animals. From this we
learn that if we stop living by the Spirit of God, we will sink to the level of animals very

soon! God made man from the dust to teach him that he was worth nothing apart from the
breath of God.
God kept the seventh day as a day of rest. That was theseventhday for God, but it was
thefirstday for man. Man was created towards the end of the sixth day and so his very first
living day was a day of rest. God was trying to teach man thereby that he must fellowship
with God first before going out to work for Him. Adam and Eve were to work in the garden
of Eden only after they had spent a day in fellowship with their God. That is the Divine
order for man:Fellowship first and then service. In the beginning God Himself - then
God'swork. We forget that order to our peril. This was why God taught Israel to respect the
Sabbath so strictly. Today, there remains a Sabbath rest for God's people to live in (Hebrews
4:9).
In 1:28 God told Adam and Eve to "be fruitful and multiply." How did He expect them to
do that? Obviously by having a sexual relationship. It was God Who created the sexual
function and told man to use it to produce children. The sexual function in man was also
included in what God finally called "Very good" (1:31). So we see that sex in marriage is
something that God himself has termed "Very good"?Sex is very bad outside of marriage,
but very good inside it. There are many Christians who think that sex is a dirty thing even
in marriage and therefore imagine that they can be holier if they are not married. This is unScriptural.
When God created man He blessed him (1:28). He told him not only to be fruitful, but also
to subdue everything under him and to rule over everything. So we see that God created
man to be a ruler, not a slave. God created man to be an overcomer who has everything
under his feet. In Genesis, we read of God's desire for man to rule. And inRevelation, we
read of God's desire for man to overcome (Revelation 21:7). That was God's original will
for man, and He finally finds a few who fulfil His plan and become overcomers. God's
purpose for you is to rule over everything. He wants you to rule over sin in your life, over
your anger, your lusts and your passions. He wants you to put them all under your feet. God
never created you to be a slave. He created you to be a conqueror and a ruler. And that can
come about only when God blesses you (as we read in1:28).
Notice in Chapter 1, that God examined each day's work and certified it as good. (God did
not say that on the second day, because Satan who had been cast down by God was
permitted to dwell in the second heaven). We too should allow God to examine our work
each day, to see whether it meets with His approval.
In Chapter 2, more details are given about the creation of man. We see there that God gave
man three gifts - a marriage partner (Eve), a hometo live in (Eden) and awork to do (as a

gardener). These are the three things that many young people are seeking for today. God
was interested in providing all three for Adam and He is interested in providing all three
for His children today. Adam didn't even have to ask God for them. God Himself saw
Adam's need and provided him with them. God knows your need of a marriage partner, a
house and a job too. If you walk with Him, He will provide you with these and other needs
too.
In 2:11, 12, it says that the gold in Eden wasgood! It is only in the presence of God, that
gold is good. Away from Him, gold is a snare and can be a curse.
In 2:19, 20, we read that God brought the beasts to Adam - and Adam gave them all names.
Then we read these words:"But for Adam there was not found a helper suitable for
him." That phrase seems to indicate that when Adam saw each of the animals having a
partner, he wondered whether he could have one of them as a partner!! The lion had its
lioness, the elephant had its partner, the cat had its partner, and so on. Adam looked at them
one by one and rejected them one by one, because none of them corresponded with his own
nature. And when Adam had rejected all of them,God said, "All right, I will make a helper
for you." He then caused a deep sleep to fall on Adam and made a wife for him.
There is a spiritual application to this: If you are a child of God, and are looking for a
marriage partner, God may first allow some pretty girls (or handsome men) to come by you,
who do not have the same Divine nature that you received when you were born again. He
will test you through them to see whether you will choose one of them as your partner. If
you do, you will miss the one God has planned for you. Honour God and obey His word
that says,"Don't be unequally yoked with unbelievers" (2 Corinthians 6:14) - and He will
give you His very best.
Notice this: After God saying that "It was good" six times in 6 days (1:4, 10, 12, 18, 21,
25), He suddenly said, "It is NOT good" (2:18). It was not good for Adam to be alone.Then,
after He had made Eve, He says,"It is VERY good" (1:31). That is the difference that a
happily married couple made to God's creation!
In2:24,we read something that all married people need to pay heed to:When a person gets
married he must leave his father and other and cleave to his partner.This is not referring
primarily to leaving one's parents physically (although that may also be necessary), but to
being detached from them emotionally. Once a person is married, his marriage-partner must
be far more important to him than his parents. A married couple must make their familydecisions in consultation with each other and not in consultation with their parents. I wish
I could go up and down India proclaiming this important message to all married couples.
There will be many more happy marriages in our land, if every married person obeyed this

command. Here is a commandment given by God, even before sin came into the world. It
is in fact the very first commandment written in the Bible for us. Why did God put this as
the very first commandment in Scripture? Because He Who ordained marriage knew the
vital importance of this step. Yet many married couples have not understood its importance.

Two Men Who Listened to Satan
In Chapters 3 and 4,we read of two men who listened to the Devil - Adam and Cain. We
can learn some lessons from how each of them fell a prey to Satan's wiles.
When God sent Adam into Eden, He did not send an angel with him to check up on him.
Why? Because it is only when we arenot being watched, that God can test our heart's
attitude. He tests us when noone else is around. Adam and Eve were by themselves and
could sin without being observed by any created being.
There were thousands of trees with beautiful fruit in Eden. The tree of life was there too,
that would have brought them eternal life. But Adam and Eve did not choose any of these.
They went for "knowledge". They rejected life and chose knowledge - exactly like man
does today.
If you had a choice between Bible knowledge and life, which would you choose? I'm sure
you will all give the right answer: "Life." But test yourself: Do you study the Bible to get
knowledge or to obey God? If you study the Bible in order to get knowledge, you are going
to the tree of knowledge too. And the knowledge of good and evil will only bring death.
God wants us to know good and evil through a living connection with Him, and not by
study of the Scriptures alone. If we have the knowledge of good and evil without a living
connection with God, we will go astray. That was how Adam died - he got the knowledge
of good and evil without a living connection with God. Our knowledge of good and evil
must come through the Holy Spirit telling us what is right and wrong, moment by moment.
Any other way of knowing good and evil will only bring death.
The devil told Eve that she could be like God (3:5). Jesus came with a message that sounded
very similar. But it was totally different. Whereas Satan told Eve that she could be like
God in knowledge, authority and power, Jesus tells us that we can be like Godin humility,
purity and love. Which of these two messages do most people desire? Alas, even most
believers hanker after the former!! But it is thus that we can distinguish between the voice
of the devil and the voice of Jesus. Temptation is very subtle. The devil is a deceiver. His
counterfeits look just like the genuine thing on the surface.

When the devil was tempting Eve he was also insinuating that God didn't really love her. If
God loved her (Satan implied), God would have allowed her to eat from this beautiful tree.
That's the way Satan tries to get into our hearts as well - by making us doubt God's love.
Jesus told Peter, "Satan has decided to sift you and has asked God for permission to do
so"(Luke 22:31). God gave Satan that permission, just like God had given Satan permission
to sift Adam and Eve in Eden. The Lord told Peter, "I am praying for you that when you
are sifted, your faith will not fail"(Luke 22:32). Jesus did not pray that Peter would not fall,
but that even if he fell, he would still believe that God loved him. That is faith.
In the hour of trial and temptation, even if we fall, if we still have faith in the love of God,
we have triumphed. Even if your prayer is not answered or something you wanted was not
given to you, even if you have to go through some deep trial like Job's, where your children
die and your property is lost - don't ever doubt the love of God. That is true faith.
What does it mean to live by faith? It means to constantly assert (no matter what happens)
that God loves you. It was such a faith in his father's love that brought the prodigal son back
home. He knew that even though he had done a lot of wrong things and messed up his life,
his father still loved him. So he went back to his father.
The tree of knowledge of good and evil looked so attractive! It was God Who had made it
so attractive because only when it was attractive could Adam and Eve be tested as to
whether they would choose God Himself above His beautiful creation. In every temptation,
what we essentially face is this:Are we going to choose the Creator or His creation?The
temptation could be a pretty woman or gold or some other created thing. Even when seeking
the honor or approval of men, the alternate choice is the approval of God. Which do you
want? We sin when we choose the created thing above the Creator. We overcome when we
choose the Creator above all His creation. It is as simple as that. Yet most people in the
world (including believers) fail this test daily.
We either worship God's creation - a beautiful face or gold or some man's approval - or we
consider all of this as garbage compared to God Himself. To the overcomer, the beauty of
Jesus and His approval are far more valuable than anything He created. If you were to make
just this one choice in every decision in life, you will be a man of God. You will be a woman
of God. You will know God and His Word in a personal way - better than any man can
teach you. Make that choice in every temptation and say, "Lord, I choose You above all
created things." That is the secret.
What was Adam's sin? Was it just that he ate of the fruit of the tree that was forbidden? No.
It was more than that. In 3:17, God told him, "You listened to the voice of your wife."Is it a

sin to listen to the voice of one's wife? Yes, if it leads to disobeying God. God had made
Adam the head of his home. But he did not exercise his authority as the head. He saw his
wife talking to the devil and he just stood there listening to the conversation and made no
effort to stop her. He should have put his foot down and said, 'Come away, Eve. Don't listen
to him." There are many husbands like Adam today. They are not the head in their homes.
Adam sinned when he did not assert his headship.
God is a good God. He cursed the serpent and the ground, but He did not curse Adam.
There we see the tremendous love of God. God killed an animal to cover Adam and Eve.
That was the first death on earth. An innocent animal was killed as a sacrifice for Adam's
sin, and that animal's skin was used to make garments to cover the nakedness of Adam and
Eve (3:21). That was a picture of what God would one day do on Calvary's cross, allowing
His Son to die so that His righteousness may clothe us.
Before man sinned, there was no flaming sword in front of the tree of life. Adam could have
gone to it and eaten of it and received eternal life. But God put a flaming sword in front of
that tree after man sinned. Today, if you want to partake of that tree, you have to let the
sword fall upon your flesh. We don't have to be punished for our sins now, because that
sword fell upon Jesus on Calvary. But that sword must fall on our flesh today. As Paul
said, "I am crucified with Christ... and I live." (Galatians 2:20). When we are united with
Jesus on the cross, that sword falls on our flesh and we can partake of eternal life. There is
no other way to life. This sword guards this tree even today.
Notice some of the words that God spoke to Adam as the punishment for his sin - curse,
sorrow, thorns, sweat, dust, death (3:16-19). All these words are found in the suffering and
death of Jesus on the cross. Jesus took all of this upon Himself, so that we can be totally
free from the punishment that was put upon Adam in Eden.
We see that as soon as Adam's fellowship with God was broken, his fellowship with his
wife was broken too. The proof of this is seen in the fact that he begins to accuse her.
Whenever you begin to accuse others, it proves that your fellowship with God is broken.
When you are in fellowship with God you don't accuse others. You judge yourself. It is
Satan who is the Accuser of the brethren.
In Chapter 4, we read of another man who listened to the devil - Cain. Eve gave birth to
Cain, and said, "I have created a man with the help of the Lord" (4:1). A human birth was
a miracle at that time, for Cain was the first person to be born into the world as a living
soul. And Eve said, "God made a man. And I made a man too!! I have created a man out of
my own body. " It was a spirit of pride that manifested itself there: "I made, I created. God
helped me a little, but I did it."And her son Cain grew up with that wrong spirit.

Cain and Abel came to present their offerings to God. If you read 4:4 carefully, you will
discover that it does not say there (as some imagine) that God accepted Abel's offering and
therefore accepted Abel. No. It says,"The Lord had regard for Abel (first) and(then) for his
offering"- not the other way around. Similarly, it was not because the Lord rejected Cain's
offering that He rejected Cain. No. He rejected Cain first and therefore He rejected his
offering too. The Bible says, "The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the Lord," no
matter how good the sacrifice may be (Proverbs 21:27). Cain was a wicked man, and that
was why God rejected his offering.
When Cain was angry, God came to warn Cain that he was in danger. In Eden, God came
seeking Adam and now He comes seeking Cain. God is always the One Who comes seeking
for fallen man. Jesus came into the world seeking for fallen man too. God is the One Who
comes seeking for us every time we backslide or go astray. That is a great encouragement
to us. God came and warned Cain, but Cain did not take heed to that warning. He allowed
the sin that was crouching at the door of his heart to come inside and destroy him.
Jealousy is the first sin mentioned in the Scriptures, after man was put out of Eden jealousy of a younger brother who was more blessed by God. Whenever you see someone
younger than you more blessed and more anointed by God than you, be careful that you
don't become jealous of him, lest you go the way of Cain.
Notice what God said to Cain now: "You are cursed" (4:11).Why did God curse Cain but
not Adam? In Adam's case, God cursed only the ground, but not Adam. The reason is that
when Adam sinned, he hurt only himself. But when Cain sinned, he hurt somebody else as
well. When you commit a sin like smoking or drinking, you destroy your body, but you
hurt only yourself. But when you gossip, you hurt another person and that sin is therefore
more serious. But how many Christians believe that gossiping is worse than smoking? The
sins that hurt other people are much more serious in God's eyes than those sins that hurt
only you. That is why Cain was cursed. So, take it seriously whenever you hurt another
person.
God said to Cain (4:10), "The voice of your brother's blood is crying out to Me from the
ground."That person's blood, whose reputation you spoilt by gossiping, is crying out to
God. It will never stop crying out until you confess your sin to God and ask Him to forgive
you and until you confess your sin to the person you gossiped against and ask him to forgive
you too. Otherwise, your sin will keep on crying out to God until the day of judgement.
When Cain was punished he said,"My punishment is too great to bear!" This is the language
of people who go to hell. They don't say "Mysin is very great". They only say,
"Mypunishment is very great." Are you more disturbed by your sin or by its punishment?

Through the answer to that question, you can discover whether you are a godly man or an
ungodly man. An ungodly man is worried about the punishment he is going to get, whereas
a godly man is heartbroken by his sin.
Cain went away from the presence of the Lord and his children became like him. One of
his sons became a murderer. They married many wives. They made musical instruments to
entertain themselves. There we see the beginning of rock music and the entire entertainment
world. This is what happens to children, when their fathers go away from the Lord (4:1624).
In Cain and Abel, we see the beginning of two streams - the religious stream and the
spiritual stream. Cain was not an atheist. He was a deeply religious man. He was the
forerunner of the Babylonian system of counterfeit religion. Abel was the forerunner of all
godly men. Jesus referred to Abel as a righteous man(Matthew 23:35). Cain
wasreligious, whereas Abel was spiritual.

Two Men Who Walked With God
We have seen two examples of men who walked with the devil - Adam and Cain. Now
consider two men who walked with God - Enoch and Noah.
In Chapter 5, we read the expression 'and he died' eight times. But right in the middle of
that chapter, we read of one who did not die at all!! That was Enoch. He walked with God
and God took him to heaven alive. That is a picture of resurrection life in the midst of death.
Enoch was a man who lived in resurrection power, overcame death and was taken up to
heaven - a picture of a godly church living in the midst of spiritual death, overcoming by
resurrection power and finally being raptured.
Enoch was probably a godless man for the first 65 years of his life. But at 65, he got a son.
He named the boy "Methuselah", by Divine revelation. "Methuselah"means "At his death,
the waters will come forth." That seems to indicate that God gave Enoch a revelation when
his son was born. God told Enoch that when that son died, the world would be judged by a
flood of waters. That revelation of judgement came first to Enoch and not to Noah. So he
named his son Methuselah.
Now when you have a baby, you don't know how long he will live. So every time
Methuselah was sick, Enoch would have wondered whether the time for judgement was
near. Can you imagine a baby having a name that means, "At his death the flood will
come"? Each time you called him, you would be reminded of judgement. And that fear of
God's judgement made Enoch walk with God and realise that the things of eternity were

more important than the things of time. That was the crisis that made Enoch walk with God
every day for the next 300 years.
The Bible says, "The world will pass away"(1 John 2:17). If we believe that, we too will
realise, as Enoch did, that the things of eternity are more important than the things of time.
God's tremendous longsuffering with man is seen in the fact that He allowed Methuselah
to live longer than any other human being - 969 years. For 969 years, whenever people
heard Methuselah's name, they heard a message of judgement to come. But the people
rejected the message. It was not only Noah who preached about this judgement. Enoch
preached it for 300 years too and Methuselah preached it by his name for another 669 years.
Noah also walked with God and preached about judgement for the last 120 years of
Methuselah's life. Enoch and Methuselah did not know the details of the flood as clearly as
God later revealed to Noah. But they knew that some type of judgement connected with a
flood of waters was going to come when Methuselah died.
Jude tells us that Enoch prophesied judgement against all the ungodly people of his
time(Jude 14, 15).Enoch was a prophet and he walked with God. Adam was 622 years old
when Enoch was born, and died at the age of 930 (5:5-23). So Enoch must have known
Adam for 308 years. I can imagine that Enoch must have often asked Adam about how
things were in Eden where Adam himself had once walked with God. And Enoch must
have had a great longing to walk with God himself. Enoch became the first man to prove
that one could walk with God outside Eden too. Even after sin came into the world, man
could walk with God.
I've met a lot of great preachers in my life, but I have met very few who walk with God.
But it is those few who produced a longing in my heart from my younger days, to walk with
God myself.
Methuselah's grandson was Noah. And Noah lived with Methuselah for 600 years. He must
have asked Methuselah many times about how Enoch had walked with God. Into Noah's
heart came a longing to walk with God himself. We read in 6:9 that Noah also walked with
God. As Noah walked with God, God revealed His purpose of judgement to him.
It was the truth of judgement against sinthat God revealed to the first two people who
walked with God (in Scripture). And Enoch and Noah faithfully preached that message,
even though noone believed them. Every true prophet of God since then has also preached
the same message: God will judge believers and unbelievers for their sins.
Enoch and Noah are the first two preachers mentioned in the Bible and they both walked
with God. Would to God that every preacher since then had done the same.

God told Noah to build the ark and Noah immediately began to build it. He did not ask God
who was going to pay for the ark. If he had asked God that, God would have told him, "You
have to pay for it yourself of course."
Have you ever heard God tell you that you must pay for the expenses of Hiswork fromyour
own pocket?"Noah"s in the last days too - men who like the apostle Paul support themselves
and serve the Lord.
People must have asked Noah how the animals would come into the ark. Noah knew that
that was God's business and not his. And God brought the animals inside supernaturally.
Noah only did what he was supposed to do - build the ark. He left all other matters with
God. We too have to do only what God has told us to do. We can leave all the impossibilities
with God.
Finally we read that God shut the door(7:16).It was God who shut the door of the ark, not
Noah. God will also shut the door of salvation one day when the time is up for entering
God's kingdom.
The ark is a picture of Christ and of His Body, the church. It must have been inconvenient
living inside the ark, just like it can be in the church! In the church, we have to mingle with
people who are different from us, and many of them may rub us the wrong way at times.
But even if the ark was not convenient, it was the only safe place on earth at that time. So
is the church today. I am happy to be in the church, even if there are difficult people in it. I
hope you are happy too. That's why we invite people to join us.
When the flood was finally about to subside, Noah sent a crow and a dove out of the ark a picture of the flesh and the Spirit. The crow never came back. The crow found the dead
bodies of men and animals and was delighted at the feast that all that provided for it.
Similarly, those who live according to the dictates of their flesh find the world a very
enjoyable place. But the dove came back very quickly. And that is how it is with those who
live according to the Spirit. They never feel at home in the world and always long to come
back to the fellowship of God's people in the church.
After Noah came out of the ark, the first thing he did was to build an altar to the Lord on
which he offered a sacrifice of thanksgiving (8:20). That example of putting God first and
offering Him our worship and thanksgiving is a good example for us to follow at all times.
Noah however was not a perfect man. He got drunk one day and lay naked in his tent. His
son Ham saw him and reported this to his brothers. Because Ham dishonored his father
thus, a curse came upon him. Shem and Japheth however walked backwards and covered
their father's nakedness. Therefore, they were blessed. There is an important message here

for us. This is the first place in Scripture where we read of God punishing a son and his
seed for dishonoring his father. It is a serious matter before God, when we disrespect
authority. When you see a weakness in your father or in a man of God, don't expose his
nakedness to others, as Ham did, unless you want to get a curse upon yourself. Be like Shem
and Japheth and cover it."Love covers a multitude of sins"(1Peter 4:8; Proverbs
10:12). Noah blessed Shem and Japheth with the blessing of fellowshipsaying, "May God
enlarge Japheth, and let them dwell in the tents of Shem" (9:27). We too must build
fellowship with those who live together and cover each other's sins. Only such believers
can build the church of Jesus Christ.

